
The JED Scholarship is given in memory of John Embry 

Donovan. John was a 1975 graduate of FCHS after 

attending Ewing Elementary. He went on to complete an 

Art degree at Morehead State University in 1980. 

John passed away in December 2016 from cancer. He is 

survived by a large extended family and an even larger 

group of friends. This scholarship is given to pay tribute 

to the friendship that John offered to all that he met. 

Growing up in Ewing, John had a wide variety of 

interests. One of those was his love for trains which 

perhaps was spurred by the sound of the train whistles 

as they rumbled through the town of Ewing. As children, 

John and his friends would hear the whistle sound as it 

passed through nearby Cowan. They then would hurry to 

the depot and wait for the engineers to toss candy out 

from the passing train. His love of trains continued 

throughout his life and eventually led to his work for TTI 

where he rode the same tracks through those 

communities. 

John was an accomplished artist as those who saw his 

work would testify. 

John’s greatest gift was love of life and he expressed that 

to family and friends. This scholarship is given in of honor 



of John. It is being awarded to someone who exhibits the 

same spirit of love of life that John had, with emphasis on 

an interest in trains or art, but mostly for expressing 

friendship and encouragement as a student of FCHS. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Please submit a short summary of your FCHS career and 

your plans to further your education. (Hand-written 

submissions will be awarded bonus points! John would 

have appreciated this.) 

 Do you have any artistic abilities? If so submit a 

piece of work no larger than an 8 ½ by 11 inches, or 

a photo of a larger piece. 

 Do you like trains? If so tell us about a trip you have 

taken on a train or submit a picture from your 

childhood with a train set, etc. 

 Do you have any friends? If so have one of them 

write a very short note about your friendship. A 

picture would be beneficial. 

 Do you like any of your teachers? Maybe one of 

them could write a short (with the emphasis on 

short) note about why you would be a good 

candidate to receive this scholarship. 



If this scholarship application sounds a little quirky, it was 

meant to. Our friend John would expect it to be this way. 

This is a onetime scholarship in the amount of $500. 

Emphasis will be given to someone from the Ewing area. 

 

Submit application form by April 1, 2017 to: 

J.E.D. Scholarship Committee 
c/o Billy Cowan 
P.O. Box 197 
Ewing, KY 41039 
 
Or drop off the application to: 
Community Trust Bank Inc. 
36 Brookhaven Drive 
Attention: Billy Cowan 
 

 

 


